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hearts shut their eyes as if they relished a pleasant
drink, while the young were mad with delight at the
thought of their first taste of blood.

Now, here is what caused the excitement.

The Prince of Verona, Count Eichard of St Boniface,
who, a year before, had joined with Azzo, Lord of Este,
to drive Taurello Salinguerra, Ecelin of Komano's right-
hand man, out of Ferrara, had overreached himself, and
was a prisoner in Taurello's hands.

These evil tidings make the Veronese seek help for
Azzo and Boniface from the Lombard League, which
was composed of fifteen cities, banded together to pro-
mote the Guelf, or Papal, cause. Not all the citizens,,
however, are on the same side. "Your purple shield
is down," cries one of the Ghibellin party. "Azzo of
Este only makes himself a laughing-stock when he tries
to imitate Ecelin; as if it were a small matter to rise
to power like his] The patron tells you plainly that
Ecelin is to be head in the land."

"By all that's sacred," retorts one of the Estians,
"why should our Azzo not rise to be supreme? Your
leader may get on at times by dint of a certain cun-
ning, but ours, in spite of a reverse or two, is a noble
character. Your Ecelin is a hill-cat; our Azzo is a
lion."

One of the envoys then explains how Count Boniface-
was caught at Ferrara, his story going back to show
what led up to the catastrophe,

"At Ferrara," he said, "Taurello Salinguerra was,,
some time ago, like an osprey that mopes far inland
on the ground till the tempest awakes and calls him to
flight. Taurello waited for the Emperor, but Frederick0
came not. Besides, his leader, Ecelin da Eomano, had
turned monk, and was withering away at Oliero, where-
he sat doited, counting how many of his wicked an-
cestors would have to give way to him in the high
places', of hell when he got there. The Gruelfs accord-
ingly became confident in Ferrara. When you hear-
that one of them could pass safely through a crowd of